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2 February 2021 
 
Dear Convener 
 
BUDGET 2021-22: PRE-BUDGET SCRUTINY 
 
Thank you for your letter of 29 October 2020 setting out the views of the Equalities and 
Human Rights Committee as part of its pre-budget scrutiny.  The annex to this letter contains 
reponses to the points raised in the Committee’s letter. 
 
This year’s Scottish Budget is taking place in exceptional circumstances caused by a 
combination of the ongoing impacts of COVID-19, significant uncertainty around our 
relationship with the European Union, and the delay to the UK Budget. Each of these could 
have an ongoing serious effect on the Scottish Budget, and its introduction has been delayed 
as a result.  
 
As a consequence, the Scottish Parliament’s time for consideration of the Scottish Budget 
will be reduced if a new Budget Act is to be in force for 1 April 2021, which the Government 
considers essential.  Scottish Ministers are appreciative of the Scottish Parliament’s 
understanding and flexibility in these circumstances.  
 
I am pleased that once again the Equality and Human Rights budget has been increased by 
£2million and now stands at its highest ever level of £32.2m, an increase of 24% from the 
2019/20 level, demonstrating the Scottish Government’s commitment and prioritisation to 
promoting equality and realising human rights for the people of Scotland.  
 
At the pre-budget scrutiny session in October I updated the committee that we were aiming 
to launch our new funding streams, Delivering Equally Safe and Supporting Equality and 
Human Rights by January 2021. However the continuing pandemic and the most recent 
period of lockdown, and the subsequent impact on organisations and individuals, has meant 
I have now reviewed the timescales for the funding.   
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Our £13million Delivering Equally Safe Fund was opened to applications in early December; 
in light of the new restrictions I have extended the deadline for applications by 4 weeks to 28 
April 2021.  I have also delayed opening applications for the Supporting Equality and Human 
Rights Fund to 22 February, with a closing date of 14 May 2021.   
 
Our current funding streams support organisations until the end of September 2021 and I am 
confident that the decisions on the new funding streams, which will be made by the new 
administration post election, can be made with sufficient time to allow a timely transition 
between the funds, whilst also offering increased time for applications to be developed 
during this difficult period. 
 
I look forward to meeting the Committee and answering any questions you may have on this, 
and the wider Equality and Human Rights budget, at our post-budget evidence session on 4 
February.   
 
 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
CHRISTINA MCKELVIE 

 

http://www.lobbying.scot/

